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Message from Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to the TABLE FOR TWO press conference
at the World Economic Forum on East Asia- May 2014

Dear attendees, Executive Chairman Klaus Schwab, and all stakeholders of the WEF:
I am pleased that the World Economic Forum on East Asia is taking place in the Philippines this

year, and hope it will be a great success.

Last year at the World Economic Forum on East Asian in Myanmar, I conveyed my support for
TABLE FOR TWO (TFT), a Japan-based non-profit organization that is the first of its kind in my
country to supply meals to school cafeterias across Asia. This year, TFT is launching the Calorie
Offset program in the Philippines in partnership with private corporations; I encourage all WEF

attendees to learn about Calorie Offset and participate in its initiative.

I highly respect the mission of Calorie Offset: it aims to instill daily healthy eating habits in
developed countries, while supporting programs in developing countries that harness capabilities
for people to more easily boost calorie intake, such as providing resources for vegetable gardening.

You will learn specific details about Calorie Offset’s initiatives at today's conference.

When I visited the Philippines last July, President Aquino and I shared the view to enact the
promotion of people-to-people exchanges as a pillar of the “Four Initiatives,” in diplomacy with the
Philippines. Since then, I have promoted youth exchange programs under the JENESYS 2.0 and
the easing of visa requirements. Furthermore, at the ASEAN-Japan Commemorative Summit
Meeting held last December, I announced further promotion of cultural exchanges among Asian
nations, mainly members of the ASEAN, including the Philippines; through the new policy for
cultural exchange called "WA Project ~ Toward Interactive Asia through "Fusion and Harmony". In
addition to these government efforts, I sincerely hope that the leadership of Japanese non-profit
organizations and companies would further promote the people-to-people exchanges between the
Philippines and Japan. For this purpose, I would appreciate the support by the Philippines

government and all concerned parties in the Philippines for the success of this program.

My hope is that TFT’s Calorie Offset program will expand across Asia and worldwide, starting
from the Philippines, so that it can help to improve health conditions in developed countries and
bolster access to independent nutrition fulfillment in developing countries.

To all attendees of the WEF: I would like to ask for your support to promote and participate in this

program. Thank you for your attention.



